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EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF YORK COUNTY 
Settlement of Chiskiack 

To all &c I S r John Harvey Kn' &c whereas the usuall policy & 
custome of all nations but in more espetiall manner of the State 
of England have as well in Auntient & Modern times for y e safe- 
guard & security of y e Inland countrey afforded & endued y e 
frontier Inhabitants w th divers P r viledges & Immunityes tending 
to y e enabling them to make the better resistance against both 
open invasions & sudden incursions of the neare confininge & 
contiguous enemy according to y e Rule of Justice & equity poysing 
thereby & ballancing their greater & more eminent share of dan- 
ger with the guerdon & reward of espetiall & pticular profitt, in 
imitation whereof y e Govern r by order of Court bearing date at 
James Citty the 8 th day of October 1630 for the securing & taking 
in of a tract of Land called y e fforest bordering uppon the cheife 
residence of y e Pamunkey King the most dangerous head of the 
Indian enemy did, after much consultation thereof had, Decree 
& sett down severall proportions of land for such Comanders and 
fifty Acres ^3 poll for all other persons who the first yeare, five 
& twenty Acres for all Such who the second yeare should adven- 
ture or be adventured to seate & Inhabite on the Southern side of 
Pamunkey River now called Charles River & then knowne by the 
Indyan name Chisiack as a reward & encouragement for such 
their undertaking as the said order now at large appeareth 
Now know y e that I the said S r John Harvey Knt doe with 
y e consent of the Councell of State accordingly give and grant 
unto Francis Morgan an hundred Acres of Land situated lyeing 
& being in y e s d county of Charles River lyeing North & by 
East uppon y e River South & by west into y e Maine woods, west 
& by south uppon the Devident of Capt John West Esq., 
East & by North uppon a Thicket comonly called Cox Thicket. 
The said One hundred Acres of Land being due unto him y* 
said Francis Morgan according to y e aforesd order for y" 
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psonall adventure of him y e said Francis Morgan & Edward 
Chisman the first yeare to y e said Charles River To have &c 
as in the first pattent given at James City under my hand & 
seale w th y e seale of the Collony the 28th of September 1637 And 
in y e Thirtieth yeare &c. (Collony Seale) 

John Harvey. 

(The two first settlements on York River were in 1632 by Capt. 
John West on the east side of Felgates and Capt John Utie 
on the west side of King's Creek. They each received 600 acres 
Capt John West sold his place in 1650 to Capt Edward Digges 
and it became known as Bellfield, and the Utie place known as 
Utiemaria passed to Col. Nathaniel Bacon and afterwards to 
Lewis Burwell. It has been generally known as King's Creek 
Plantation. It was here that Berkeley first put foot to land after 
his banishment to the Eastern Shore by Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., in 
1675. It was here on his landing he was presented with William 
Drummond, to whom he jeeringly remarked "Mr. Drummond, 
I am more glad to see you than any man in Virginia. You shall 
hang in half an hour." At Bellfield was born in 1633 the first 
child born on York river Lt. Col. John West, of West Point, son 
of Capt. John West, who was brother of Lord Delaware.) 

Letter of Richard Longman 

M r Richard Longman Merchant in London to M r Richard Jones : 
Loving freind M r Jones: yo rs I reced !p Capt Cooper & by 
the Lyon. I was very glad to heare of your safe arrival though 
w th a long and tedious passage. I am sorry to heare of the 
losse of yo r Sonne & of yo r servants, blessed be God y l you was 
soe wel your selfe, for I did very much feare it having soe long 
a passage. By Capt. Wilson I sent you a Letter, having an- 
other opportunity. I thought convenient to let you know that 
I am in good health with the rest of my family & I hope this will 
meet w th you and your family in y e like condition, Capt Wilson 
doth intend to make two voyages this yeare that makes him has- 
ten soe soon, there is no good newes to write you at all, for wee 
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know not who shall govern us as yet; here is very dead times, 
for trading was never worse but I doe not question to make as 
much of tobacco as any man shall according to its quality. M r 
Jones I hope I shall not need say much to you concerning y e 
ordering of yo r tobaccoes, give it but substance & cure it green 
& what ever you doe pack it true, let it be all of one cise in a 
hogshead as neare as you can & in small bundles, I doe not ques- 
tion by y e Grace of God to Answeare yo r expectation or any 
freind of yours that you can write to me that maketh good 
tobaccoe, the W m & John, Capt ffox, is not arived as yet but 
expected very speedy, my wife & all my family desyre kindly 
to be remembered to you & M ra Jones & soe doth your assured 
freind, the 15 th of June 1659 

Rich: Longman 
Ratcliffe 

For M r Richard Jones living in Cheescake parish Yorke River 
in Virg* from a freind whom God p r served. 

(Above letter filed with a statement concerning the accounts 
of Richard Jones deed. His daughter Elizabeth Jones mar- 
ried Major Thomas Hansford, of Bacon's Rebellion, "the first 
Virginian born ever hanged.") 

Itinerary Judges 1 

At a County Court holden at York the 25 th day of August 
1662 in the 14 th yeare of the Rayne of our Soveraigne Lord 
Charles the Second by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, 
ffrance, & Ireland King Defender of the Faith &c by his 
Maiesties Hon ble Itinerary Judges and Councel rs of State and his 
Ma ties Justices of the peace for the said County of Yorke vizt — 
Coll: Edward Hill, Esq re , Coll: Thomas Swan, Esq re , Itinerary 



1 In March, 1661-2, the General Assembly authorized the Governor to 
appoint two of the Council to perform a circuit of all the county courts, 
but in December, 1662, the work was cut short by repeal on account of the 
expense. The expense of this meeting as shown by the county court to 
have been no less than 9000 pds. of tobacco. 
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Judges ; Coll : Nathaniel Bacon, Coll : George Reade, Mr. 
Thomas Beale Esq res , Counsell rs of State; U Coll: William 
Barber, Major Joseph Croshaw, Capt. William Hay, M r Edmond 
Peeters, Capt. Ralph Langley, Capt Daniell Parke, Justices : 

Silence being first comanded on payne of Imprisonment the 
Comission granted by the Ho We his Ma tles Governor to Col. 
Edward Hill and Coll : Thomas Swann to sitt as Itinerary Judges 
was Read & Also the proclamation under the said Itinerary 
Judges hands giving liberty to any person or persons have- 
ing iust complaint against any justice of York Comission 
or the whole courte for partiality or iniustice or against any 
officer of the court Sheriffe or Clarke for non-performance of 
their office or Extortion of fees since the last circuit of the 
Itinerary Judges to prosecute their complaints & they should be 
heard whose silence at this Court to be a barr against all future 
claimes or pretences and that being made hereafter shall make 
the complaintant lyable to an action of scandall. The Grand 
Jury Impanelled according to Act of Assembly to enquire con- 
cerning the breach of penall Statutes being returned to the court 
by the sheriffe vizt: M r John Page, foreman, M r Peter Efford, 
M r William Newman, M r Thomas Crouch, M r Thomas Mitchell, 
M r William Pattison, M r John Aduston, M r Thomas Allin, 
M r John Horsington, M r Thomas Bromfield, M r Henry Free- 
man, M r John Hunt. 

William Hatton's Contempt of Court 
24 th day of October, 1662 

Whereas William Hatton (who was formerly complained of 
by Mr. Edmond Peeters one of his Maiesties Justices for con- 
temning his warrant) was this day presented to the court by 
Edward Wade Churchwarden of Hampton Parish for abuse- 
ing severall Justices of this County calling them Coopers, Hogg 
trough makers, Pedlars, Cobblers, tailors, weavers & saying 
they are not fitting to sit where they doe sit. It is ordered that 
Thomas Ballard Clarke of this Court procure a warrant against 
him the next general court and subpoenas for William Musgrave 
and his wife and such others as can give evidence against the 
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said Hatton in the premisies and that hee cause the said writts 
to be executed & at the return prosecute the said Hatton before 
the Hon ble Govern 01 " & Councill whose proceedings therein the 
court hereby ratifies & confirms and the said Wades other pre 
sentments to be returned to y r foreman of the Grand jury being 
wohyin their charge. 

(William Hatton subsequently asked the forgiveness of the 
Court, and was discharged.) 

Servant's Indenture 

This Indenture made the Seaventh day of the Month of No- 
vember Anno Dom. 1674 and in the Sixth and twentieth yeare 
of the Reigne of our Soveraigne Lord Charles the Second by the 
grace of God King of England, Scotland, ffrance & Ireland, De- 
fender of the faith &c Betweene M rs Elizabeth Higginson Widd : 
at p r sent in London of the one pte & William Gardner Sonne of 
William Gardner of Ludlow in the County of Shropshire Gen- 
tle 1 with the consent of Richard Bradford his Unkle of London 
Salter on the other pte witnesseth that the said William Gardner 
doth hereby covenante p r mise & grante to & with the said M r " 
Elizabeth Higginson her Executo rs Adm rs and assignes from the 
day of the date hereof untill his first arrivall into Virginia and 
after for & during the terme of three yeares to serve in such 
service & employm' as the said Elizabeth Higginson or her 
Assignees shall there employ him according to the Custome of 
the Countrey in the like Kinde. In consideration whereof the 
said Elizabeth Higginson doth hereby for herselfe, her Execut™ 
& Assignees covenante & grante to & with the said William 
Gardner to pay for his passage and allow Meate, drinke, Ap- 
parell, & Lodging with other necessaryes during the said term 
of three yeares, and at the end of the said term to allow unto 
her said servant William Gardner what Customary in that 
Countrey. And to the pformance of everything mentioned on 



1 This writing is interesting, as showing that gentlemen in England 
sometimes became servants in Virginia. 
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the pte and behalfe of each the said pties to these p r sents, re- 
spectively to be pformed each of the said pties to these Indentures 
have interchangeably sett their hand & Seales the day & yeare 
above mentioned. 

Sealed & deliv* in y c p r sence of Eliz : Higginson Seale 
Lyonnell Skinner, Richard Stonehill 1674. 

York County Levy, 1662 
York County Septer: 1662: 

lb bb Tobacco 
To Eleaven hundred and fforty Tytheables at 46 p poll is 52440 

To pay : 
Soe much due by the publique Leavy as appey & perticulars 
Amount 26428 

To William Calvert for the Tannehouse according to order 04500 
To the fferryman at Yorke River p order 02500 

to M 1 " John Hill for keeping Mary Minshaw 8 days by 

order 00380 

To Arnold Winch for a wolfe 200 

To James Russell p idem 200 

To Thomas Meekin p idem 200 

To John Sandifer p idem 200 

To Col Bacon p idem 200 

To Nicholas Bond %$ idem 200 

To Raleigh Graves p r 2 wolves 400 

To Humphrey Gibbs 1 wolfe 200 

To Lt. Col Gooch p a boat & 3 hands 4 dayes & 1 hand 

6 dayes 00440 

To Col. Gooch ?p Impannelling the Grand Jury 00350 

To U Coll Gooch ^ whipping Alice Elliott 00020 

To Thomas Crouch for taking & carrying up y e Iitenerary 

Judges horses 4 dayes 00080 

To Capt Thomas Robert Baldry for the use of his house 
Expenses & accommodation to the Court & others 
at Courts, for the Itinerary Judges accommodacon & 
for his other extraordinary chardges & trouble the 
whole yeare 09000 



01800 
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To : Thomas Ballard Clerke for his extra ordinary care 

& paines in the Court & Countyes businesse 02000 

To : remaine in the Sheriffe's custody till the next years 00472 
To sallary for 47670" tobacco at 10 p cent 04770 



52440 



Yorke County D r 1662 

By the Comittee for the Leavy 

To: 1 140 Titheables at 25^ is 29070 

To: pay Capt Robert Ellyson 2000 To Col Hill 2052 

To Mai r Griffith & Coll Cary 0505 To Coll. Barber 2000 

To W m Snowdell 1000 To Tho Ballard 9000 

To Capt Langley 2500 To M r Foliot 1558 

To Coll Bacon 3893 

To Thomas Ballard to pay sev- 
eral witnesses 1920 
26428 

To sallary 2642 2907-1 

A Protest Against Drinking 

Will of Edmond Watts, February 20, 1675. 

"Imprimis, haveing observed in the daies of my pilgrimage the 
debauched drinking used at burialls tending much to the dishonor 
of God and his true Religion, my will is that noe strong drinke 
be pvidid or spent at my buriall." Leaves all his estate to Enos 
Mackentosh & Elizabeth, his wife. 

Ancestor of Trevillian Family 

Jan : 14, 1677. Power of Atty from John Plater of the parish 
of Shadwell in the county of Midd : cheesmonger to Capt. Thomas 
Warren: of the ship Daniel of London, recites that Anthony 
Trevillion of St. Mary Matfollen als. White Chappie in the 
county of Midd: and Samuell Trevillian of Virg a planter now 
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both deceased execute a bond for fifty pds sterl with condition 
that they would ship to John Plater for the use of Prudence 
Nelms wid: iooo weight of tobacco, which not being done this 
power of Atty to Capt Warren to receive the said tob from the 
executor of the said Samuell Trevillion at the next arrival of his 
ship in Virginia or in default thereof the $o£. 

The Fort at Tindall's Point 

25 th day of August 1679 

The difference between John Matthews pit and Coll.Jn Page 
defend 1 about worke done about a house for saveguard of the 
bricks made upon Coll Baldryes land for building fort James at 
Tyndall's Poynt is Dismist Coll Page haueing made it appeare 
by the accompt made up between them that he had allowed it to 
the said Coll Baldry. 

Plant Cutters 

A Proclamation of pardon to the plant cutters and plant de- 
stroyers. It recites that for their crimes committed in Anno 
1682 "some notorious actors have been indicted, convicted & 
condemned & suffered such paines and punishments as for their 
Treason and Rebellion they justly deserved" ; that pardon is 
granted to all save Richard Baly lately convicted and condemned 
for the same, John Haley, Henry Inman and John Wise whoe are 
fled not daring to abide their legal tryall as alsoe Robert Beaverley, 
John Sackler and Thomas Annis. Dated May 22, 1683. 

Tho : Culpeper 

To the Sheriff of York County 
or his Deputy. 

Published by me the subscribed y e 17th day of June 1683 in 
Charles Church. 

John Metcalfe, parish dark 

A proclamation of Lord Culpeper appointing Nicholas Spencer 
Secretary of Virginia, as President of the Council and requiring 
all persons to render him due obedience. Dated May 22, 1683. 
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Proclamation of Nicholas Spencer, Esq., President of his 
Majesty's Council, regarding the escape of John Haley from the 
Gaol at James City, "where he had been committed a close pris- 
oner for Treason & Rebellion by him committed" and reciting the 
fact that "the said John Haley not dareing to abide a legall Tryall 
on Saturday night last being the nynth instant took the oppor- 
tunity of the Guards being gone to supper broke the wall of the 
said Goale and though well loaded with Irons made his escape 
from the said Goale hopeing thereby to avoyd those punishments 
and paines which for his Treasons and Rebellions he greatly de- 
serves &c." Date 11 June 1683. 

(Lord Culpeper arrived in Virginia as governor May 2, 1680. 
He returned to England in August of the same year, leaving Sir 
Henry Chicheley as deputy governor. He arrived in Virginia 
for the second time December 17, 1682. And on May 28, 1683, 
he once more departed for England, leaving as acting governor 
Nicholas Spencer, President of the Council.) 



Runaway Servants 

Court— Jan y y e 6 th 16 1? 

John Sherry a Portagues Servant to M r William Wise haueing 
himselfe from his said Mayties Servis Seaventy Nine dayes. Itt 
is, therefore, ordered that hee serve his said Master Eighteen 
Monthes, after first time' of servitude be compleated and served 
out Itt being for Double y e time for his Running away and for 
Losse and Damages in y e Cropp and alsoe for Expen es and 
Charge of taking him upp his said Master haueing made oath of 
y e said Charges which hee was out upon him. 

An ace 1 of my Charges in psuit of my Runaway Servants 
Jn° Sherrey a portugues & Tho: Roberts a Molatta which ab- 
sented themselves from my service y e 18 th of August last & re- 
turned y e fifth instant 
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to John Minson for his sloope 
to John Trevillian for his voyage 
to John Bashell for ditto 
to privions for y e voyage 
to my passage over Elke River 
to a guide to goe from Elke River to New Castel 
to my Expenses at New Castle 
to our passage from thence into Philadelphia 
to Expenses by y e way 
to Expenses at Philadelphia 
to Ecpenses from thence back to New Castell 
to boate hire from Philadelphia into New Castell 
to Expenses there 

to a guide from New Castell to Elke River 
to one Gallon of Rum 
they being all out 79 dayes apiece 
Jan r y e 26 th 1 690/1 Recorded 

Test J. Sedgwicke 
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CI. Cur. 



Rates of Liquors Fixed 
May y e 24 th 1693 



This co rt in obedience to y e Tenth Act of Ass bly in y e printed 
booke of Acts made att Green Spring y e 20 th ffebruary, 1676, 
entitled an Act Regulating Ordinaryes and the prices of liquors 
have in the best of their Judgm ts rated and appoynted y e prices 
of such liquors as are not in and by y e said recited Act menconed 
as followeth (vizt) 
Rume att 2 s 6 a ^ Gallon 
Brandy att 5 s ^ Gallon 
Madeira wine att 2 s 5 a p Gallon 
Clarritt att 3 s 6 a tp Gallon 
Canary att 8 s ^ Gallon 

And this Co rt doth hereby Orde r y' noe ordinary keeper in this 
county doe presume to advance and take for such liquors herein 
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by them thus rated and assessed above cent <p cen' profitt under 
y e personaltyes & forfeitures as in and by y e said recited law it 
is mentioned and expressed. 

Tithables Taken 

May 24 1693 

Orde ra y* y e gen tmen hereafter named take y e lists of tythables 
in the severall & respective pishes of this county according as they 
are hereafter app'ed 
Cap' Peeter Temple for Bruton pish 
M r Joseph Ring for Hampton pish 
Cap' Thomas Mountfort for Yorke pish 

M r Thomas Harwood for y e upper precincts of poquoson pish 
And M r Thomas Roberts for y e lower p r cincts. 
And y* they make returne of their severall & respective lists afore- 
said to y e Clarke in ord r to be transcribed & sett up att y e doore 
next Co rt as y e law injoynes. 

Levy for Burgesses Charges, 1693 

Yorke County D r November the 25 th 1693 

Burgisses charges to Cap* Thomas Ballard for 37 dayes 4810 

To Caske 0385 

Capt Thomas Barbar as Burgess for 42 dayes 3460 

To caske °437 

M r Joseph Ring as Burgess for 15 daies 1950 

To caske 0156 
By one thousand and forty Tythables at 2O lt0b poll : 

20800 — 



